
Dusky Antechinus  

Photo: Dan Lunney 

Join MEG today! 
Our natural environment deserves many supporters. 
MEG welcomes all new members whether actively 
involved or quiet advocates. To join, fill in the form 
below and send with the subscription fee to PO Box 7 
Montrose 3765. 

Name: ……………………………………………. 

Address: …………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………… 

Phone: ………………………………………….... 

Email: …………………………………………… 

New membership / Renewal (please circle) 

Newsletter 

I would like MEG’s newsletter sent to my: 

Email address / street address (please circle) 

Free Gift! 

New members will receive a complimentary copy 
of Walkabout Montrose: seven local walks, while 
stocks last (retails for $10). 

Annual subscription (due 1st July) 

Organisations  $20 Individuals   $10 

Families   $15 Concession   $8 

 

Contact us 
Phone: Secretary 9723 4700 

Address: PO Box 7, Montrose 3765 

Email: info@meg.org.au 

Website: www.meg.org.au 

Montrose is nestled in the 
foothills of the Dandenong 
Ranges and is home to a 
wide variety of native 
indigenous plants and 
animals. Our small 
terrestrial mammals are 

often overlooked due to their 
dainty size and nocturnal habits 
but Montrose is still lucky to have animals like the 
Dusky Antechinus living in the local bushland.  

The Montrose Environmental Group was formed 
in 1971 and has benefited the local environment by 
being actively involved in weed control and planting 
activities, educational programs, creation of several 
indigenous public gardens around Montrose, and 
planning issues such as opposition to proposed 
expansion of the Boral Montrose Quarry.  

If you are interested in our local environment we 

warmly welcome you to join our not-for-profit group.  

 

The Eastern Pygmy Possum 
once occurred around 
Montrose but sadly it has gone 
locally extinct. Photo Jake 
Urlus. 

  
The only population of the 
Critically Endangered 

Kilsyth-South Spider 

Orchid (Caladenia sp. aff. 

venusta) on the planet is 
located in Bungalook 
Conservation Reserves, 
Kilsyth South. Photo Graeme 
Lorimer. 
 

It’s species like 

these that need our 

support. 
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Dotted Sun-orchid  
Photo: Fiona Sutton 



Banksia spinulosa Photo: Rodger Elliot 
Left: Pobblebonk frog. Right: fungi and bryophytes (mosses and 

lichens) on a decaying log. Photos: Fiona Sutton.  

What does MEG do? 
MEG is involved with a number of environmental 
activities including: 

• weed removal and revegetation working bees in 
the reserves and parks within Montrose and 
surrounding areas. These include monthly 
working bees undertaken by Friends of 
Bungalook Conservation Reserves and Friends of 
Heathfield Creek;  

 

Volunteers at Friends of Bungalook Conservation Reserve 
removing Japanese Honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica).  

Photo: Fiona Sutton 

• informative ecological walks led by experts in 
their field for children and adults of all 
knowledge levels. These have recently included 
bird, orchid and fire ecology walks;  

 Eastern Three-lined Skink (left), Photo: John Kershaw. 
Powerful Owl (right), Photo: Andrew McCutcheon. 

• engaging interesting and informative expert 
speakers for school children and the general 
public; 

• sustaining opposition to the proposed expansion 
of the Montrose Quarry; 

• establishing and maintaining the indigenous 
garden in Kevin Heinze’s “People’s Garden” and 
the Montrose Community Playground; 

• working with the Shire on planning issues, weed 
management and revegetation activities; and 

• providing environmental advice and making 
submissions to government. 

 

MEG has also previously been involved in: 

• the initiation of the Ivy Blitz campaign, which 
was run by the Shire of Yarra Ranges;  

• establishing the Montrose Fire Safety Garden in 
conjunction with the Shire and the CFA; and 

• creating the Walkabout Montrose publication 
which is available from several local shops.  

 

Walkabout 

Montrose was 
created by a group of 
enthusiastic and 
talented MEG 
volunteers to promote 
the wonders of the 
local environment in 
Montrose and 
surrounds. It offers 
maps and interesting 
environmental and 
historical information 
about seven walks 
through local reserves.  

  

 

Why join MEG? 
By joining MEG you will:  

• receive MEG’s “Spinulosa” newsletter four 
times a year;  

• be kept up to date on local environmental 
issues;  

• receive reminders of upcoming events you 
may be interested in; and  

• increase the advocacy of the group. 

You don’t need to participate in the events 
organised by MEG – a silent membership will 
keep you informed of local issues and increase 
the vocal power of MEG.  

 

The Spinulosa newsletter, named after the local 
shrub Banksia spinulosa, includes:  

• updates on the recent activities of MEG; 

• details of how and when you can be involved 
with MEG activities;  

• information on local environmental issues 
that may affect you; and 

• articles on topics such as ecological 
information on a range of unique and 
wonderful flora and fauna species living in 
the region, tips on how to create habitat 
gardens to attract wildlife, and much more.  

If there are topics you’d like 
to know more about, contact 
MEG and we’ll see what we 
can do about including an 
article in the next Spinulosa!  


